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Oil the Subj,ct of Facts-and Fiction. 

In last month's 11Tbe Postman Ce.llod. 11 ve quoted a reader who gave 
high praise to a r ecent Sexton Blake novel and who commented: "All it 
l acked was the ' guv'nor ' touch from Tinker ~" Thia month ve quote 
another reader who enquilJ8S: "Since when did Tinker object to being 
called Tinker and wish tq be called Edward Carter?" 

For year s we have Nceived the same vis tful complaints. I must 
confess that I can ' t for ' the life of me see why '!'inker should not 
addi-ess Blake as "Guv' nor" in the new seri es. Long, long ago, no 
doubt, it was the sign of the cockne y waif addressing his mBder , but 
t hat aspec t of the case disappeared before any of us was born. ·ro-
day the term "Guv1 nor" is no longe r the badge of the cochT,ey. In 
fact I doubt whether modern cockneys use it at all. 

1'Guv'nor 11 is used in many hith walks of l ife , includi ~ Scot l and 
Yard, and it would not den,ean Tinker or da te or lower the s tarrlard of 
the tales in the slightest. ~ te the rever~e. 

Some months ago I sue;:,es t ed to l.r . Howard Baker t'll ,t :;lake ' s car 
sh ould once again be named "Toe G-re.;- PantlY!r. " ~ml j ' people ~ve nick 
names for their cars 1<hether they be Rolls or ne ntley s or i'or<!s. 

"Cuv'nor " and "l'he '::rey Panther" were asso ciated with the de t ec 
tive ' s finest years . Wh,;p not bring t h~ back? The publi ci ty for 
the new aeries was mainly direct ed at ol der readers who loved Blake, 
Tinker , and' Pedro in the past. Those reader s would welco me warr.lly a 
moderate return to "Gµv•nor" and the "Grey Panther," It's the littl~. 
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things t hat count. Is there eny reaso n for keeping those 1i ttle 
things at bay? We mean, of course, an:, reason beyond sheer 
cussedness. 

HCYi TBEY SHINE! 
The Greyfriars Armada Books seen to be sellillg wel 1. If they 

continue to do so, what a concrete reply we have to the m,yth apread 
arounl that the l!agnet would never sel l in these enlightened dBiYs. 
And nov we see th e Magnet stories snapped up - at balf-a-crCIIID a time . 

A second m,yth which has been drifting aroum sinle the war is 
the t it is only Bunter who sells Greyfriars. In our view th:is second 
myth is as groumles s as the first. 

As our review er intimated lest month, these ·swries 111USt inevit-
ably be a little spoiled if they are pruned without grea t care . But 
bow well they read. They do not date. They come up with all the 
freshness, Yi t , and cln m which has mde them indestructible. It is 
hard to r eal is e that even the youngest of them is 30 years old. 

We come back t o earth Yi 1h so"" thiJlg of a start when it occurs to 
u,a that t heee tales were written at a time whom moral values were very 
different , vben there were no tape recorders, no television progrBllllles, 
no hairy,'scruffy young men wittt little ar no talent squawkillg into 
micropbone11; vben Ticlcy Tapp' s gambling bells vere illegal. 

Of cours e, the shoddy artificiality of 1965 is only pert of life, 
and this came w me vividly when I was recent lY privileged to ente?'
tain our London Club at Excelsior House. The best of youth still 
shines as it alva;ys did. Such young men as J obn and Neil Beck ( both 
have written for C.D.) with their buoyant ent husiasm and their un 
spoiled cham ; Nicholas Bennett , the youngest of them all , born long 
years after the Magnet die d, yet with all t he natural cheeriness of 
Bob Cherry himself; the t very energetic young mn vi th the camera -
be -· c Jlind if I call him George - with his infectious Blllile and the 
pleasant personality which mla, him so nice to knov; and the jollY 
grandson of Mr. C. H. Chapman, so proud of his famous grandfather. 
Hov young people like th:is shine in 1965 ! 

I said those Armada stories did not date . I overlook that long 
plel!SUre cruise on !\ yacht for twenty guineas in clu sive. Such a lco, 
prioe was unrealistic even in 1933. They would not have spoiled the 
s tory if t~ had· tr ebled the price for that cruise in 1965. These 
little things are onl y a mtter of a sense of proportion . 

RISIJG ,COSTS 
Our few camnente on risillg costs, mde in this cc: t last month, 



P848 4 

brought in a large batch of letters from kindly people. Ve should 
add that there is no fear for th e future of the D~est, thol.ien it is a 
long t ime since it made any preten ce of pe.ying its w~. The ever up
ward trend of the cost of everything as the monthe slip by is one of 
the most depressiDg features of life in the ninetean-ab:ties. The 
time must come soon when the price of Collectors• Digest will have to 
be iilol'MSed, and we balieve that when ·tb!lt Uma c......, our loyal 
readers will sympathise and shoulder the burden · w1 thout reproach. 

THE 1illl' S 1IBO 
In a fw mcnths' t1m, Collectors • Di&eat Who's Vho for 1965 will 

be published. Full partiwlara next month. 'l'l!S EDITOR 

WANTED: Copy of "Girls' Friem Library• (circa 1912-1915) entitled 
~Twins of Tv:ynehom, " early Comics (1910-20), "Young Fol.ks ' Tales• 
(191o.a20). 
SALE: "Strand llagazines" 8 vols (1893- 1897) containing "Sherlock 
Holmes" stories, i ll ustrated Paget . 12/- each. 

40 FOWEY AVEIIUE, REDBRIDGE, ILFORD, ~· 

FOR SAIE: BouDl. volume LSRS 561-568, 35/-; MAGNETS 1589-1596 (South 
Seas) so/- ; SBlTON BLAKE LIBRARI&S 523, 561, 5fn , 611, 2/6d. each; 
1961 C.D. jjlll(J!L 10/ - ; Seven BERKELEY GRAY Pilti BACKS (llint) 2/6d. 
each; Two VICTOR GUN!f' S 5/ - each . · 

ll . F!Wl!IELL, 33 BRAE ST. LIVmlPOOL 7. 

~: A fw copies of "COMIC CUTS," c ir a 1906-1900, 

N. V. BOULTON, 51 ROCHESTER AVElltlE, IIRDIILEI, KENT. 

WANTED: Collectors• Di;;est 1-40; C.D. Annual 1948; Honster 
Libraries. 

38 ST, THOMAS ROlD, 

OVER 300 PIAGNETS Fa! SALE (1915-40 ) . llany in Kint condition (pre-
1932 copies, aale er equal exchange). Aleo 1920-21 canplete, bound 
half-yearly volumea1 superlative condition, .£13 per volume, or 
exchange for (11!1118 loose copies, P~-off terms if des.ired, 
WANTED: Pre-1932 MAGNETS, .£10 for 30 offered. 

LAllllil! SUTTOII, 112 REProN ROAD, ORPIICTON, KENT. 
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BLAklANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHlt !E PACIOIAN 

27, Archdale Road, East Dulwich, London, S.E ,22 

We might 
have known 

by IAN 
MARSHALL 

:iews I tem: Sexto n Blake , t!le supr81!1e 
hero of C.etecti ve fi cti on, fel l vic
tim of a London magazine merger in 
1963 and countles s thousands mourned ; 
now he has returned on a tide of 
paper backs . 

How foolish we were to w'rle:r
estimate him. 

His old enemies would never have 
done that - \laldo the Wonderman, for 
example; and Leon Kestrel, the Master 
Mummer; Mr. Mist, the Invi nc i ble Man; 
Zeni th the Albino (him vi th the infra-
red bin oculars) ; the rei ncarnated 
Prince Menes ; and the Myst erious 
Doctor l'.aldoo m. 

They knew only too well that th e smug, invincibl e 
hawk-f aced, immor tal , in corru ptibl e, know- all , he roi c snd 
se xles s Sexton always comes back. Always , curse him. 

Conside r the time the great de te cti ve wss in t he 
baske t of a balloon , fi ght ing hand to ham with an ar ch
f iend dete rmined t o finish him off . 

On and on 1'88"d the titani c s tru ggle unt il a t last 
"Slak e t hen determi ned on taking a despera te course , far 
the pres ent position of matters ~.ad becore maddening . He 
pulled the tr igger of his r evolve r and sent a bullet 
crashing t hrough the silk of the balloo n! 
11The gas ca.me hiss i ng froo the rents and the two men 
descend ed with e r apid ity which rob"oed both of them of 
their senses ~ 

Th e great "What exactly happened afte r this Slo.ke 'C,'ll d neve r tell. 
man ·~en he had a t last opened his eyes 1t was t o fi nd 

himse l f in the comfortahly furni e:sec_ cabi :i of a s teamer. 
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There, reluctantly, ve must leave him (t here ' s seldom time to 
Unger, or explain, in a Blake s tory) and peas quickly on to introduce 
one of the ladies in the llfe of this man with the keen grey eyes , and 
strong jaw . 

The beautiful Madomoiselle Roxane has offered Blake "a big prize" 
to join her in her campaign of vengeance against the eight men who 
have swindled her father. And the big prize (shudder) is nothing 
less than her love. 

Blake, ti ght-lipped , refuse s. But when Roxane fall s into the 
power of the terrible half-caste Ot to Bruner, Blake is there and 
"rescues her from a f ate vorse than death in the ni ck of time • 11 

You' d think, after this , that the wench would be grateful. Not 
at all. Poor Bl ake is soon fighti ng to save himself from a fate 
worse than death, 

They are in a l uxury yacht moored along the Malabar coast of 
India (don't ask me why). But hark: "Be could feel the warmth of 
her body throu gh the thin silk, the soft l ine of her limbs as she 
pressed even closer against him." 

Little wonder that clean living Sexton Blake is driven to desper
ate measure s . "Crash! He assaulted the locked door with t he chai r 
again. Thia ti.me there was space through which he could pass. Be 
kicked some loose splinters away and pushed into the corridor . " 

Saved in the nick of ti.me, And what a le sson fo r that over
s exed smoothie James Bond. 

Romance as ide, some Sexton Bl ake admirers consider that the great 
man was at his great es t in surviving the advance synopses of his next 
week's adventures. An example: 

"DEAD MAN'S S~: Arrested - sentenced to death - hanged! Yet . 
within a few montha a series of crimes start l es the country - and they t 
are all apparently the wo:ri< of th e dead criminal. Here is a baffling 
mystery for Sexton Bl ake.• 

As you see , thiilgs could become difficult at ti.mes, 
But week by dogged week, from about 1893 onwards, Sexton stagge red 

through. llri tera might weary and die (at a 1948 census, more than 
100 writers had contri buted about 200 million worde) but the vil lain 
vssn ' t alive who could put Sexton under the sod, 

If the going is really tough , Blake can always r ely on his faith
ful assistant s , the lad Tinker and the bloodhound Pedro , 

Connoisseurs may recall the ti.me Blake and Tinker were trapped by 
the masterminds of the Criminals ' Confederation who buzzed off in a 
flying boat after lighting a tuse to burn down a building with Blak e 
am Tinker in it. 
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"Then, V88 a sudden patter ot feet and a fierce bay ot BJtci t..ent 
88 a big, t&llllf object streaked acroea the studio and flung itself 
delightedly at the helpleas fJ.i!ure of Sexton Blake. 

"It V88 Pedro the bloodhound whom the:y bad left tethered outside 
the buildb,g. 'l'he i'rs,yed ~ of his leash dangled troa h1a 
collar, ·· 

"The S8j!llCiOU8 anial barla!d gruffi:y, cireled 8!'0m!lt; '"Ud f:lnally 
headed straight for the splutta;,ing remains at the fuse, that vu now 
danprousl;y cl.ale to the patrol tin.• 

After that, such vUla1ns 88 Rupert Valdo ("!!is greatest aaaet 
1188 his coloaaal cheek") and the malwolent Doctor llaldoa,,, Yi th the 
pale, seturni.ne face , the brooding e;yes, and the long, sensitive 
fingers, van, reaaonabl;y Baa)' meat. 

True, Doctor llaldo<D 11811 rsall;y the brilliant llungarian sculptor 
Ricado , who liked to cast ,w,i ,~tll!B.!J:om ~ ~el, but 
Blake soon saw thl'OIJ8b Ilia._ 

"lll ri ght, curse you,• Ricado ~spered sbaldl1, 'You win.•" 
Yea, curse him, he always von, the gre:y-e;yed, strong-jawed, 

insufferable Sexton. 

JH EVBIIDll VlTI! "PIIBIIB qJIROOUI" 

B;r V. 0 1 G, Lotta 

llallY readers at Blald.alla.~ r:,,caU ,q meetiJli 1fi th prebabl;y the 
greatest of all old-ti.me Saton Blake writers - "Pi~ ~e.• 
'l'hia 1188 tull;y reported in ~t 8lld Sept•bar 1961 C.Da. • 

It ie net IQ' intention to repeat what I wrote then, th0\l8h readers, 
no doubt, would be interested t o learn more at the i!laide facts 
aurrowid1ng the vri tinge at Val ter Villi,m Sa,yar - his real ·name, and 
the creator of that voniertul pair at cha.racters . - Granite Grant, the 
Kin&' .. Sp;y. and lladamoieella Julia, the French eecret service agent. 

C.U te recentl;y, I """ privileged to spend another evening )Ii th 
"Pierre l;hdroula" - and a- new facta came to light, which were net 
recorded in IQ' previOIIII articlaa. low eged 73, am despite a recent 
six weeks spell in hoepital with an internal complaint, P.G. 111 still 
a remarkabl;y fit lllll fer hill 1188, and ·with the mental taciUtie11 of a 
man at la88t tvent;y years :y~. 

He hall a cop;y at the Sexton Blake bust on his bookshelf, presen
ted to hi.a b:y Len Pratt, the ~tor at the Sexton Blake Librar;y from 
1920-57, llhilat an original paintiJli hangs on the wall at 01'IOB JACK 
Jfo.957 11.2 .1922 draJm bJ' an artl.llt whoa I 11USt coutaee at the tiM of 
writl.l§ I just cannot identify ,mm thOUj!b his initiala are at the 
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bottom . S.B. endillg in Y. 
Strai,gel,y, P .Q. cannot ..-mber reading boys literature at all, 

and obviously inherited h1s grandfather's gift of knovled&e of English, 
and writing abi lity. V. 11. Sayvr vaa formerly a •ster at Kingsland 
Birkbeck School, and later a school lll!lll888r• His favourite readillg 
vaa Charles Dickens - and a complete set of Dickens' vorke is in his 
bookcase. Sir Walter Scott vaa another great favourite of h1a which 
conf ixmo our own editor's theory aany years 860, that P.Q . may have 
been influenced by Scott' s descriptive flair , in his yO\lth ., If any 
detective writer influenced him it vaa E. Phillipe Oppenheim and P.Q. 
recomends all readers to read his work - eepocially the novel "Havoc" 
- which I believe also faetured a King's Spy. 

Workillg in the Midland Bank as second cashier at the tr ... endO\la 
vage of £2 a veek, plus having the keys to tlie stro11groom - one can 
quite imagine his envy, vhen such authors as G. H. T·eed, V. Murray 
Graydon were paying in huge sums of over .£100 a time . When V. H. Back 
sent the curious P .Q . some copies of the UNION JACK to see if he could 
write as well as that, P .Q. was astonished , vi thout beillg egotistical , 
at what he had miBsed. Apart from, as mentioned previously, firat 
writillg Inspector Will Spearing stories in PWCK - he did pen a fev of 
the SEXTON BLAKE tales in the PENNY PICTORIAL. But at YJ7- a time -
they were unremunerative to S8J' the least. 

P .Q. pr obably has the rare distinction of having been told by 
editors tha t h1a writing was too good! Many times, he was instructed 
to write down to the level of the juveni le market far vhich the Blak8 
tales in those days were intended. A full length Se:J:ton Blake Librsry 
novel took P.G. around a month to write, and he could never rush things • 
- unlike m,,ny of the other ju venile pot boiler writers at that period. 

A story of his appeared in THE DIXON HAWKE LIBRARY entitled 'l'!lE 
RED MOTOR-CAR M,yetery, and it would indeed be interesting to locate 
this tale , as probably vi th his high standard of worlc it was the best 
to a ppear in the Thompson' s librsry. 

Neville Duke, the famous t est pilot, mentions P .Q. in his Auto
biography - and of the visits and enjoyab le chats he had with him in 
war-time . An elderly ex-editar now in engineering read aQOUt thia; 
and wrote to P .Q. expressing the great interest he still had in Sexton 
Blake, as he was editar of both the SEXTON BLAKE and NELSlN LEE, 
IJBRARIES, up till Len Pratt and Harold May taking over about 1920. 
I have contacted this gentleman, and was astonished to learn that he 
lives only a short distance from the home of t he C .D. ed1 tor at 
Surbiton. Fantas t ic , one may say , but when I learne~ later that hie 
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place of business is only a short distance from where I live - I guess 
that this puts all the previous hobby coin cidenc es in the shade. 
Should an,y interesting nev facts come to lig ht , in our intending 
meetill8, this will of course be reported in the various sections of the 
C.D. 

Before I l eft P. Q. he very kindly gave me a copy of probably the 
rarest Sexton Blake story in the world - and which to my knowledge no 
other collector has ever had or read. This tale appeared in THE 
EVEIIIN'.: STAND.ARD (London) on 23rd November 1936 - and was reprinted in 
other pepers throughout the world. Entitled "Se xton Blake Solves It' 
it took up no less then three whole pages of the London Newspaper. 
Maybe the longest "short" story ever ''ilritten. 

But sOIOO very good news for Blake fans - as already reported i n a 
review of THE SAlllT MAGAZINE - of which I have an article on the 
history of Sexton Blake later this year. This story in all pr obabil -
ity will be reprinted al0118 side with it - with of course the full 
permission of the people concerned who ltold the copyri ght. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
SALE: Chatte rbox 191 3, 1914. 
FOR EXCl!AIGE: B.F. Lib. Rivals and Chums. Nelson Lees O.S . Nos. 187 
to 194 in bound volume. 

F. M. ACHIN, 38 ST, THOMAS ROAD, ffi.ESTON. 

I HAVE NELSON LEES FROM \IHICH THE FOLLOWiro PAGES ARE MISSING: 
Page 1, No. 140 Old series. Pages 15-18 No. 125 O.S . Page 'Z7, 428 
O.S. Page 27, 430 O.S . Page 14, 405 O.S . Covers 29 1st N.S . 
Page 3, 105 1st N. S. Also entire 150 1st ll .S. Anybody got t hese 
missing peges tucked in their colle ctions? 

J. II. COOK, 22 Llj\SLIE AVE., SANDRINGHAM, ~ NEW ZEALAND. 

EXCHANGE (ONE FOR ONE) 
OFFERED: Schoolgirls Own Annual 1924, Golden Annual for Girls 1925; 
Schoolboys Annual 1927, Champion Annual 1936, Boys Own Magazine vol ume 
II, Playi ng The Game (Kent Carr) . 
WANTED: ANY Magnets , Gems or Union Jacks. 

NCjMAII WRIGHT, 9 MI1L FARM CLC5E, PIN!IER, MIDDLESEX. 

Books and magazines beautifully bown in laath er or buckram by expert 
craftsmen, at re asona ble prices . Repeirs also carried out. 

A. WESSELY, 22 MONMOUTH ROAD, LON1XlN1 W. 2. EN'.:LAIID. 
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HAMILTON I Af'JA 
LET I S BB CO!ffROVERSIAL 

No, 88. ROOKWOOD OVEllSEAS 
As we know, the Rookwood tales were remarkable in plenty of 11038. 

Many of the plots remain peculiar to Rookwood to this day. A number 
of others first ss11 the light of da,y st Rookwood. 

Rookwood is unique in its dearth of travel series. Jimmy Silver 
& Co. never went over the 11orld like Harry Wharton & Co, or - to a 
lesse.r extent - Tom Merry & Co. Rookwood 's trips oversee.a had been 
limited to a brief run across the Channel - yet the seriee of Jimmy 
Silver & Co. in Canada lasted lOllger than them all. 

And thet 11ss not really a travel series at all. It we.a a large 
number of separate plots linked by the setting of the Windy River 
Ranch, owned by Jilmly Silver'• cousin, Bud.eon Smedley. 

The stories of Jimmy Silver in Canada lasted fOl' the best part of 
a year - from early April to mid-December in the year 1923. A switch, 
in fact, was made from school stories to stories of the Canadian West. 
!nevi tsbly the question rises 11hether the pull and popularity of Rook
wood must have been fading for such a sweeping change to be made • . 
There is, perhaps, one pointer which indicates that such 1188 the csse, 
and that is the small number of Rookvoodere 11ho transferred to Canada 
- tho Fistical Four only. 

For me, I must confess that the Slll8ll number of star players 
meant no loss at all in the attractiveness of the stories. I al11ays 
considered that Charles llamil ton had the ~end.ency, particularly in the 
twenties, to b\lrden his stories vi th too large a cast, 

I presume that I originally read these 30 tales in the Popular re-
prints. (A few of them were re-printed in the Schoolboye I Own 
Library.) I have now read th'"" in their original Boys I Friend - and 
the Boys I Friend is not an easy paper to read 11hen the copies are 
boum in volume•. 

I have enjo yed them immensely . Every eingle story is eminently 
readeble, and Charles llamilton himeelf wrote the lot. A subetitute 
vri t er could hardly have tsk&n over in the middle of a series of this 
type, But the substitute writers had plenty to do in the Gem and 
llagDot whil e Hamilton 1188 concentrating on Jl.mmy Silver in Canada. 

There 11ere, of course, plenty of series within the series . Tastes 
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vary, but probably the beat vaa one in which a villainow, hold-up man 
put in an appearance in the Windy River area at the eame time that a 
jovial Irishman, !lick, vaa taken on as an extra hand at the ranch. 

An interesting series, rlth an odd w88kneae, t old ot a horae , 
Black Prince. An illlmensely valuable · diamom hsd been stolen, and it 
transpired that the thief had caape.lled t he horae to , ....U.0,, the 
diamoM, By the time the llounted Police discovered what had happened 
to t he di,mond, the horse hsd escape d from Windy River, and various 
people sought the moat valuable horse in the world. It vae never 
c9U8ht, and at the close ot the series the author 1JU881!Bted that a 
horse with a diamond tucked awa,y in .its inside, might . still be running 
wild over the foothills of the Rockies. It never . se .emsd to occur to 
the author or to anyone in the story that the dismond . had probably 
passed thro ugh the horse whil e the animal wae still on the ranch . Or 
maybe such a thought wae ts boo in 1923. 

Throughout the series high drama al ternsted with comedy. . Jimmy 
Silver was the star of the series, Lovell was portraysd quite a few 
time s at his moat Lovell - ish, but Raby and Newcombe we~ mere names, 
as they were indeed through moat of Rookwood history. 

!s the weeks swept by, Charles Ramil ton built up an excellent 
supporting cast, and his WestE!rn backgrounds were .COXISi&te_nt and 
attractive. .And a consistent background adds greatly to the attrac-
tiven ess of any long aeries. · . 

Baldy Bubbin, the cook, brought a breath of Bun~er, in one or two 
adventures of the Chunky Todgerish type; Pete Peters was the standard 
ranch-foreman; the one who bad lived in my memory down the years was 
Skitter Dick , one of the cOl<punchers. 

Al though there was nothing really outstanding in the actual 
characterisation of the series , the supporting characters were muc)l 
more than adequate. The lady owner of the neighbouring Sunset Ranch 
made an appearance, and Lovell fell in lov e with her, There is little 
doubt that much more would have been heard of her, had the series gone 
on long er. · 

11.y own favourite piece of characterisation was Jimmy Silver's 
horse "Blazer,• It seemed a sa,Jm, ·the t "Blazer• had to be left behind 
when Jimmy came home. 

Just why was this long series written, with only the Fistical 
Four from the Rookwood stories playing their perts? Was it the 
au thor's ides or the editor's? 

Did Charles Hamilton , as it were, give himeelf I' holiday? Ce~ 
tainly t here is evide nce that he loved . writing tales of the Far West. 
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On the other ham, I do not believe that he ever allowed sentiment to 
influence bis vri ting. 

It is poesible that there was a d-=! for the return of Cedar 
Creek. Realising that tbia would inevitably leave more of Greyfriars 
and St. Jim's in the hands of substitute writers, he 'tIJJJ3 have decided 
to 9Ying Rookwood over to tha Far West. There is sme simi larity, 
thOIJ8h it is not strongly IIMU'ked, between Cedar Creek: and Ji.my Silver 
iD..-Canada. 

Was it ever inteuded that Ji.my should remain permanently at Windy t 
River? Fran the comente of the ed1 tor when the series began, and I 
fran the Va;f the stories were handled, it seemed that the poesibility 
WB8 in min:!. . - · , -· · ••. . , 

By December, the ed1 tor was sa;fing that he was hearillg frcm large 
numbers ·or readers who wanted Ji.my to return to Rookwood. It is 
poss ible that equsll7 large numbers were sorry when J1my left Canada. 

So, in mid-December, Jimy Silver & Co returned to England, just 
a.o suddenly as they had l eft it, bringing with them a not very inspired 
character, Texas Lick. 

Rookwood was to l'ISt for over two years more, so it seeDI! safe to 
assume that it remained popular. I think i t is also safe to say that 
Rookwood was never quite the same again after the very long Canadian 
series. For one thing , !!ornington, who bad been a etar turn for so 
many years , never figured again very prominan tly at Rookwood. 

Soon after the end of the sli8),tly tedi ous Texas Li.ck at Rookwood 
series, a barrin8'-0ut was staged . Mr. Dalton was dismissed, and bis 
form supported him by barring out on the island in the river. Aeain, 
we wonder whether the motto was: "Vhen 1n doubt, put on a barring-out.• 
The simner stories comprised a biking series , witli Lovell on a motor
scooter. Pleasant enOIJ8h reading, they could not be classed as more 
than run-of-tlu,-mill tales. In fact the year 1924, following the 
return frcm Canada, was a run-of-the-mill year . 

In 1925, Rookwood'• last full year, there were two outstanding 
series. Mr. GreelY, dismissed frcm Rookwood, opened his own school 
at the l!anor House, •l'ODBOred by ~ Edvard Hanscm. This was a fore
runner of the HiBI> Oalcs tales 1n the Maenet. That swmner, Tubby 
Muffin tricked a number of Rookwooders into spending a holiday on bis 
uncle's "floating boarding house , • a series which contained rather more 
excitement than the Maenet version of the same plot a few years later. 
(In passing, pe.rt of this Magnet series ro,.,.. one of the new Armada 
Books.) · . 

In the Spring of 1926, Rookwood'• lite in the Boys' Friend came 
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to a close. The final series, rather a sombre one, told of J imley' 
Silver resigning the cap t aincy and Lovell taking hi s job. 

I t would be unf'air and untrue t o SU8€9St tha t the post-Canada 
Rookwood provided an anti - climax, for Rookwood gave much excel l en t 
reading rigl>t till the end . But t hiit cause aii1! ·affect exis t ed i n 
connect i on wit h the Canadian series can hardly be doubted. 

It ia. in t eresting to not e that Wakefield, the regula r Rookwood 
artist, i ll ustrated the f ir st one or p,o of the Canadian sto r ies . 
Then another artist t ook over . li.aa this done inten tio nal l y t o br eak 
the tie with the school stories? Iii th the return t o Rookwood, Wake
field became penm.nent once more . 

An idle thought, with which to wind up . I have a fancy t ha t 
Rookwood, r eprinted over many years in t he Popula r, found more succ ess 
than it did in the Boys ' Friend. In the big pages of tbe lat ter, one 
has the impression of short, "bitty," tales - an impression tha t one 
nev er received in the smalle r--sheeted Popular . And, cf course , Rook
wood had one big adve.ntage in the Popular. It was neve r nec es sary . to 
prune a Rookwood tale. 

CONTROVERSI A L ECH OE S 

No, 86 . THE DEBT 

~1lr.~W.~ 1n£::i~~':,. ~.8:'~:!..~ s:;.i£T~,:., ~~i:.!:.b7 
of - ludl1 llo WU to - IIYtd In 1111 - -· ot 11>a a.a ., . ao - lie ··
.... - -• llu Cht 11qno, •• ..-Ila u. raUowtac _. tfhht1 ,..- - or 
& ... ,ci. "IIIAT IIICE ICIIOOL IITORlla?" ......... ,. .. td ta U>e 0c-.. 1951 , ..... or , 11o 
a .o.,. 

I quo.., •rour aid_. llftllltrl ... lallltrl will '8lk w1&11 olttotlon - 81117 
a'""or , HIITJ-......, - Cl*"7 and Cht ,_.. Grvtrtoro -• -- tn U>e 
NqiM• by,.- Rlahorda. ,... ~ f-le - .... , "'!"• 41--t, - ·-· ·· 
r .- Rlc:bonlo N• • ... populor - In -1 -••a. n.e NU'lllol ..... . -•Ill& 
e r 0'"1ft1 ... wu ,opulor - • - -.. ldon,11100 <Mir oolloel ........ lrl-• 
•llll 1, . But crqtrlare JMIII tw rs ..ia . · 1, t• •• , _. pntll'Nd .. _... ebtll', 
w• •IMJo ., _ kl nl111, --·te --et T•.....,. - c.. o& a._ JWa . n.are 
- IIMlltDI _.. -It ... .,,. .. .ii, - 11111 -1 •ll fll s, . J .... • a bo4 _,. 
fll&enioon •Ill> Toa !10"7 ~ a-, ~111111110, alU\ololll .,.... al d .._ could - eta .. .. 
- wall w111>ou• •be u-., dlfrlelllq. . -• I-Ible cborMlff , .- --· D'Aft:J, - oi_. ..,.._ --- ·- · fll tlAO-, - _. .. I»° __ 
l>o •tnctnc - - • duot.1......, Jae ln....., or - .. ...-, , -- ta lbe <lllob 
fftr7 nm _. t1ttm te aN Sd NM tlUCll'll1J pNflld. 1 .~.::-:.~==~::'==~~.=:::.·-J~~-=.:::. ... 
nei co Ftll!Pl'lh lftd ac. O.la&c••• we w ON7tr1 .... IN a,. J •• ~ s-· 111a, u. a.o.,. -· -- '° "'"'" ..-. -• ••• ,u_ -1- • NII',. ... l>ohN &boJ _.. w·tt- . 

lllall we a, ID -101 .. tl• of --- •wtac A 801" 
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,,wwr~ ::~ .a:-= ~~:-::x,~-:~ai'::!'!:.:,'= ~·.=;. -=·· 
loOklDI • Cbt .._u ln c.n . •, 1cx:TAVE CM:,• he oenatni.,-. u.., Wt If he eni, 
1ot ht• ldlU lbou& tbe 1t1AG!£f9 tn,a tht T.v . BtrlH, - Cll'I hlrdl1 blam -··· u., 
'"*141 &tft • .... ~utfll CO .,_ a, noc. knollin& C.H. Ht WM I oca~ tf 
Olarlta H•llt.e, NlDI bonl ta 118}. Ht 1 190 co-.n hd <r'I 1 RIBTORIC BOTS.• by E. s. 
aroau 'llholl hi lboulb' aa "'.....,.tOIJI, u thl aiortH t1r1t ,ppelll"ld Sn Ult so•,, In 
Ille 'Sf• NICHOU.8 NAG.• n.t1 ftN Uliiatratld ~ HClfllll&NI P7le, llbo wu dttln1't17 M 
DN'loen . C.H. .... 1 KISTCaJC B01B1 ant or the bell~ be..,.,. rttd ot It.I in,., 
and lhluld be l'IDrln&ed now. I '*'1d Uk• hl• c,o re.o .- tt lbt oluatc •we• and 
'twi 1£TS,• bt Wlllll4 ~ N'ld'N hfl hHl"NJ opinion . HU faft1111\t T.a . ..... 
book ... 1CXIMCQK ;.f nu.&AMI ,• M!.ICh ht calllel 1 f a..JSCAltTH1 ft lllblcb M UloU&ht, 
bttitl' \b"1I 'TIE ,1,n n».11 AT IT, OCJ1JNJCS, • 

~r!.."!i&.. ~ =l ':-t!r~1 .. ,:~~':"op::-n: :,,:lbtt!,:O ... ~.~:.'it'~u,~. 
tll.JlblDC tn tc., all I OM .., u u.s. ct. pupil ,wopUHd the .. i.r . Tbt hard-co'l'er 
IIOrlu., -.II wrture .. Rttd end ~ Colet (btloirld t,J Bill Hutlt>lf'd MCI l .,.,tee. 
DJ no\ ..,. elblra mDnC CGllfft.ora) .... all rl&tlC. ln their ..,- but ttff1"7 dahd 
mu-eu b on. 111111 l'll&ntt talta are .. t.11 u tNlh tocblr u 111t!.en tht7 _., wrHc.en. 
Grekll Iba a.o., • ., a t>tM.er-olu• paper, 1, waa &lM..,.., ._., .,., ouu, Ml ot 
n .. _. ... "'-• · 

9!~ 9: ll~,t~!.tdt!Y,!i®t!, c::::!•R~:LtC~:.:; ~~!~!al•' Ot 

IIPIClal lA tlt14 ...... UIIQI C,t Ulo• WhO bate btlped '° CZ"Ht.t that Pl,nlo.alar 
•"•· ra»o, &atnt1 1,.:1, tor ,um,lt, a.tel .,.lhtnc co DtlD ,.,,...,.. ll'ld to n-... 
H\IIIJMI .. M dkl ,lb .. tcbool IWff wrlLWI lucll. u ltaro14 Anry, O\llbJ Hldat.h and R. ,. 
H. o~ . To ao t unbtr ' Ill will ., .. LhlL Stxton Bllllr:t .... IOMChln, Lo 
Sbtrlock Hol••· f'!"lnk Rtchlrd1 ccintrlbuttd to a apectallaL tltld ot .-titre - \bit 
or \bl lmlM>l •'41l':Y • and btCIM Lh• 1rea~1t ot 9Uch •rttwa . au, t Cblnk Ulac. ac. 11 
ODTtou.a lbai a. -.IS ... Ull,w t.o *,. MIO bid cna'-d GM a,aer IRI '° UloH 1111>.o bed 
htlp.:I c.a llrt• tt y ~ •t.11• Cbtt tt hat rMClltd men bl All''441 . 

TalblL a.... •• ... , I Nlln• , &bt tint acbool ltM7 wru•· ca ,. a ...-111 
ttl&urlal &be - ...-ac-. a& UM .... ICbool - CM Panbw'n Nrlta - Ind Qlta .. 
btto" bl ...C, .., et Chi a..o. P. 1ert&11 tor lllbleh bl 11 rmou. And tbtrt .... 
Ctllaldc'91T ..... 111111 u.e taltt ot Ftl...,-ch , sc.. Domtase, a WlU~. •Thi 
tuw •• Ole ... 11• a, d1t1a tc.a1r a ICboot "°"' Ind • 11 •tog, Dtek ... HUTJ.' t1any 
or hta oer _.,.i. , Loo, ._., a lcbool badlar'Otni In Ult ttrn ,.., and tam Hn7 on 
1111.4» ~ Ula. DIN lN!ude l'fbl Ad'fll'IC.lr .. et • TllrN GutMa Wac.cb,• ·~ rr1,r..i 
aaul'l,1 eaca.aw Cruel•' .,.. •, Doc WU.b a Bad Nae.• 

r.a., ...._ lttd lltlped w cnate a ,c,11 ,t ,rtttrw mo 1 Nlltn Uta a11 

-

............ , ... CIDDO' buC. .. Illa • dtbC ,r crac11.u11, • 
._ 11 0.-. my NUOO , .. aippoatn, t.hat , u Hr. £1UotL qaHU, 

tb"'1nld 11111 Idea, •t •• t111nts. trN th• Bunttr TY _.tts? t, ...... c. 
... uu11"W• · 

Nr. 11111"ie, ....... "ID ..... una libat ... IIOl"lH It Cokt ... dlttd . l OU Lhlnk 
ot ............. - dOC. tJlttl. on,, - ... et a "'11" I - llwqt .... ..- u 
CM _. . ....._Utt act.ol tale rnr wrtic.en, and • ptNDMl rt• ta uaac. cot, .. 
Chi flnllC 11""'dl W111m we MU UM 1 1tltf-oo'ffl"" _.1'va 1 tlloUlta •• Of Illa &a&1a NN tin\........... HHL or hla 1ior1,1 .... oqua111 u 1ood u - •t a....1• M•tlcon •, 
O"M,U~ ; OlllfilnC.lftl1 1 lbe Coke oa&puc waa .... ,. 

~ ...... ~ -Of OOlrM ...... Rleblntl ...... U:11111 CO hlbo, Baima ltte1,• 
pl"Ml8d:r -- a ltlNl'81 debl Cllc:tb tMr¥ Wl"ILtr' Olftt W -.lbrr wrtier .. baa 11M 
btt_.. la CM ... tltld . Rt td 1 11111 tr . S•t", 9ld -lhll'II 10 fetf'II' atld Ml&bla. 
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tt "' I hlff aner llitar"d of Rnd aoknollltelllftl Sc., w ot Illa Niii NJll'Wld tor me. 
..... 1 .. ,nc It. ffl• writer QUIWCI la OW" lu\ C.&ronralal N(CNII tie RNCI u 1D1 
U - 'l'ra Rle!wda ... .,. -lN&ld bit ... ,,, 81Nl7 1ll&l -- -U.lnl 
_... -u - •,.,_debt - b7 - ........ U - · 

RMCl11 ParktalSC IS.. - "'"' ot tblll , J btltl'N - blr'dl¥ ~ll«I a Nrl•a ef 
8Cbool 1tarlt1 . TblJ .... _..1.y llk.lCCIMa, tmd, llnltu IQ' -, 11 oncelp.in pi.,tnc. 
• rllM , u,• .-. ac"1all1 do,crlllld u _.._,. 

£>m It - aeeopU all <bl Rtld <alu - b7 Hr, SmlU> u -1 ,...-tu • ..,. I< 
-.Id Ukt a blc; l&Ntoh ff 1-t•tl• U l"IPl"d •tt .. ln&ld Cl'lldeD1 or 1 & °'I Wl&h. a Bed 
.... Al .ad! - Cbt to\al la la• tblD a dll.111 ~ wtcb H&all'811 1 1 UlCIUMld or two. 

t 1off 1Nd 11 1\el'&e1, JIIU"IIUllrlJ' 1 A Oii IIUtl I Bid ·- ,• ·~ h'llnd 8atd:19 Ind 
•Rectnalcl crud•,• buc. tho ... In a dtu ... , _.ld 1nUrel1 rrw H•JU•La. 'l'llaC. _,et••••• eu.q,uc. 11 UWd , ... ~ hie ai.ortu NN aoc .. 11.\tlll •• • cnac. 
.....,. tt 1'.., t>tfan c.u•t, - IWCl7"" ..,,.... BUt Rtld ... u 1-111' or -•a1 
.... tilena , lMI 11nc1 pUINCI 1n .. lllllterf. 

GEMS OF HAMILTONIA No, 20 (New Ser ies) 

ll .. of .... ll!Mdl ............... ll0111 , ........ -· - bla .,.. • 1111 ·--.9ld ....... allor-. 
'Illa tel4l •u -'>ONCI be- Cb& -. ..a U>• our.ar reer, ,.... Ille Net -

&he 1", ,c...a, bOlil or t.b1 Pult to ro11 ... , a, \hi iacooe .. moou. u &1Ua. Tbt 
k .. 411, -- Ill tlnJ '"' at ................... m ••1 ....... lo ..... - a, 
.cral&,ht Ind ac.111 u a ba" or lrln. ,.... - - al""'.,., - .. _..,.&bat*"' •tr .............. bl•• of .... 
... . Una ot U. lallndl WU a&ntdMd ID 1, . H• WU ctlit .,., •tt• 9l OD .. keioll, 
llld a mn he 1111, ...., bit .,. eOUld Ml blW: NCI a,n dlla ••aw en, 8ld hll ....... 
~ tlOI .. nry boll~ , ill_.. dllk INUMrl inl a 1tlk ••" wUllout 
llNfta; hta •K1flar anu WIN Mn IDd brae , ltld hU '"' wen MN, awo a pair ot 
ceYU tbM1 lba t lay llnder lbl ._.., ...... Ui.at b• ..-, toot11ar "'*' bl wu not 
laltlll!lb la- . 

n,e ti .. -laok MD cbtlll"I blUl-ou& '°"'""' wore .,cb _.. ll&h•IJ olld lllan UMlr 
•tpper; CMJ ,..,. oni, loln-ol.U.. , • not 8lcb et th lll . Bui Ki na ot Ult 111.nc11, 
ll>OOIII> bt, lift ... puNd -•11 - - black md b,.-,, ..... torso& t11et "" - • 
etie a1n, end on \be bin•" dl11, an IJI• -.mi wu llk• bumln1 brua, 11\4 tbl "* 
fttltoi«I a bl&lt or ... ,, 111 o.,.. ....._ it ib.t nath• re ot tip.a , like • mll1' 
••~sea irw:ter,. 

Hit•- ., 1 ..... 111 llllll ... hi• •1ac11 er• ..Oled lilll Cc>•n Km, ... , u 'Kina 
ot Cllo I allncll be - - &a all Ibo CrodC'1 emd 11oac11c-r, l'l'oll 'Clle 11a'que., u Ibo•- · 'l1le ••- bid - ,._ ... ball to l• n , buC 1, llall olq to bl•, 
... IN Uud lt, Th• tal.11* .... bta _.141, .s hi had DH'II' kMIID -, ot111tr; b1,1t 
lll1 lllCKla I»-· and.,_~. 

(So Cblrltl H•Ul• opened btl Ken l'.tnc 1trt11 lD tarlJ 1 %18, A ... 1, 1 111.ldl WU 
dt1UDICI c.e n.11 , err Md en, ,_. _.. c.blft 11n ,,.,.. ta tl)l)fJtH BOT, Md to ewer NHNl 
b&Ddrld llOr'MI , all tlnl-elall et U.lr '11>1• Aa wtlb I.bl Rlt Ud _..lu , CbarlH 
1..Ut.GD--. et the Stllilih .... la 1 ...... lltllch WU col..rtul, plckll"llq\ll, IDd 
tntlnlt conrt.notns. H 11 ploU WIN -.n Groue)l.euc., end , wiee 1&*11'!., one ..nc:11r1 
troa mece hi el>Ulnld &he IDOPll'a&lm le .. au N tlDOl7 ll a ..... ll Cbl -ld bl 
..... YIIIUd , tfln1 -lo Milin - u.11 ..... _ ......... a 11 .. - .. - tllan u,.. at Cb& 1,, ..... -m.J 

o.wr·o,iati111i ~11-..;u-.; •'-· ".: 768.-ce--1;ie·b1; .;,; ,;._,-hi;.. pr,;. - .. 
.,,.....,,.,.- .... 1 • ...._....u.......,.1., 11-or No.}, 
wrt .. , LCnl 1 56, IIIEIINCILAK lfXBI, LCl([d{t M,W.t • 
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Ne\E.on 
CC!::JUCTED 3Y JACK ilOCD 

1'hi s conth we cele br.'.lte e. great occasion -

the 50t h anniversary of the pul>lication i:1 Ju..., , 

1915, of the ~elson Lee Lib rary . A Library which 

·,as to establish itself qui ckly an a s tro ni; rival to 

the other co::ipanion papers and set new trends in 
sct,oolboy (and schoolgirl ) reading. 

1:0. 1 , The Mystery of Limehouse Reach, was 

writ ten by Andrew Gray , already a well - established 
author of school and sport sto ri es . It was not a 
great story by sny standards , and its ca.in claim 
to fame is merely that it launched a new 
publication. 

Not until Teed and Brooks came along a few 
numbers late r did the llelson Lee !J.brary really 

begin to have a character of its own, and it is 
veil to remember that while E.S .B. produced his 

first Nelson Lee story as early as Septet1ber , 
1915, it was not until the famous lio. 112, !lipper 

a t St. Frank ' s , in 1917, that his cnjor work was 

seen. 
Charles Churchill has surveyed the 1; . L.L. 

"MILESTONES OF THE NELSOII LEE LlBRAilY" 

~l C. ii . Churchill 

As 1 t i s fifty years ago thi s month that the N .L.L. 

C4l>8 into existence l thO\IGht it mii;ht be in tere s ti ni; to 

browse through the records and conside r the various 

important happenings and innovations thi>t took place 

over t he years. I aean, of =ourse, the ones tha. t 
appeared to me to be the coat outs t c.r.d1ng. 
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June 12th , 1915, brought us No. 1 "The Jvstery of Limehouse 
Reach11 

- a detective story , mediocre actually and not , of course, by 
E. S. Brooks . His first effort "Twenty Fathoms Deep" cBine in llo. 16 
on September 25th . I can say nothing about this as I have not yet 
succeeded in obtaining a copy nor have I ever read it, to T11lf regret. 

No. 23 on November 13th, introduced Professor Zingrave's League 
of the Green Trirul8l e. The League was to be with us fro m time to 
time over most of the career of the Nelson Lee. In T11lf opini on the 
best of all these episodes was the series of the Circle of Terror 
which ran in termi ttently from No. 85 to No. 169. 

Another long li ved charac ter, Jim the Penman, came on the scene 
in !lo. 39 - "The Li ghtning Clue. " He, with Zingr ave , was to be Nel son 
Lee's principai opponent over the years. In later times they often 
joined fo rces to produce a most villainous combination. The only 
time in the very early days t hat they appeared together was in the 
very firs t Chn,s~ number , No. 78 , in which story al so appeared 
Eileen Dare. 

This young lady'ma de her debut in No. 57 and bowed her way out to 
prospective marriage in No. 115. She did appear occasionally after-
wards it i s true, but only as a minor character. I must say that 
there was something very attractive in this series about Lee ' s young 
lady assistant. 

No. 96 bro ught a great innovat i on - the stories written in the 
first person (by Nipper) title "Nipper ' s Notebook." Many readers do 
not like this sort of story but I, pers onally , prefer things this way, 
I always think the char acte rs more real and that one is almost taking 
part in the proceedings, 

Dorrie and Umlosi arrived in No. 105 "The Ivory Seekers " and were 
to becolll8 two of the most popular fi gures ever. The reader always 
knew when either of t hem was mentioned that something special was 
brewin g be it Summer Hol iday adventures or Chris tmas festivities and 
mystery. 

The greatest innovation of all came in No. 112 in 1917 whE!'l St. 
Frank '.s was introd uced, The change from all de t ective to school and 
detective was gradual, St. Frank ' s did not appear every week until 
No, 128 omrards . The first Barring Out seri es star t ed in No. 148 wit h 
Hunter as the new Housemaster. This was W1 excellent effort and the 
first of many suc h. N,y own pet series of this type was the "Martin" 
affair in the autumn of 1919. In No. 158 came the opening of the 
first summer holi day adventure series of which Brooks was to write so 
many spl endid ones. Who can say which was the best of them all? I 
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think this would be impossible as it is mostly a matter of individual 
taste. )\y own choice would be this first one and the White Giant one. 

With St. Frank's as the cain theme, many new characters were 
introduced from time to time but I will just mention five which I 
consider the most outstanding. Here they are -

Reggie Pitt, arriving in No. 170, September 1918. 
Archie am Phipps, introduced in No. 352, March 1924, 
Handfor th minor gracing us vi th his presence in October dr ' the 

same year, No. 386 and - ' -
Browne turning up in !lo. 513, .lpril 1925, 
N,y fif t h "charac t er" is the Moor View School, the glrl s. of which · 

were first mentioned in No, 436, one of the Buster Boot s series . 
Man,y other notable new charac t ers came from time to time but I feel 
that the above were really the most important and, of course , were 
featured regularly till the em of the Nelson Lee. 

In llo, 485 Nelson Lee and Nipper were "r einoved" from St. Frank ' s 
but naturally had to be brought back again (in No. 515) , Nipper did 
appear ear lier , 'ti s tru e , bu t both were not permanen tl y featured 
until No, 515 onwards , Another "&li tor •s idea " that went wrong ! ! 

September 1925 brought many changes to the old schoo l-five houses 
and the re f ormation of Fullwood, I !mow seve r al other junio rs started 
off on the wroll8 foot as it were, notably Pitt and De Valerie, but I 
never felt as I did with them, that Fullwood ' s change of character 
rang true. His very lsnauage after the transformation bears no re
semblance to that of earlier times, Perhaps the reason is that he 
had been a cad for so many years, a reformation took a lot of swallow
ill8, 

May 1926 arrived with a new l ook N.L.L , !1uch larger pages and 
quite a different type of cover. The first series of this l a rger 
type of book ran for 194 numbers and produced the usua l crop of fresh 
faces. Man,y of these were quite good but hardly, I think, in the 
class of those mentioned earlier . Probably Vivian Trave rs could be 
called the best of them, Forrest went and had to be brought back as 
the position of chi ef "Rot ter" had not been satisfactorily filled 
since Fullwood vacated i t . Forreet was never as good in this role 
as Ralph Leslie , a t leas t to me, 

In January 1930 No. 1 of the second new series appeared and was 
t he beginning of the em . No milestones here , I'c afraid, only retro
grade st eps, I f one loolcs thro ugh the list of stories of this series 
in Bob Blythe 's very exce lle nt catalogue one finds only a hotch potch 
runnill8 far 161 weeks . There is no doubt t hat froc the commencement 
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of these "new• series t he sty l e of the St, Frank ' s stories slowly 
changed , Nelson Lee and Nipper gradually slip ped · into roles more of 
a subsidiary characte r th.an anything else, Handfor th was actually 
starred more, especially in the titles. Out of 457 St , Frank ' s 
stories in th e 6ld series he was mentioned in only nine titles, In 
the first 11new11 he came up 26 times out of 194 an.:i in the second "new" 
13 time s out of 161, lllBey of which were not St, Frank ' s storie s . 

What was the result of this change of policy which eased off 
llelson Lee and Nipper and put the limelight on others? Answer - On 
Februa ry 25th , 1933, the third •new" series was issued and it was back 
to the ol d days again, Reprints of the first St , Frank ' s s tories, 
It was too late , however, for the reader s had nearly all gone and 
twenty five weeks later Callie the em - amalgamation with the Gem - and 
our jolly l1 ttle book was no more. 

S, B,L. REVIEW 

THE MIND KILLERS MARTIN THOMAS 
"It' s all in the mind" quot h Kennet h Horne laconically a week or 

two ago , replying to criticiSl!l of sugges tiveness in his Sul>iay aft'er
noon radio show, This is a story of the mind - that of Dr, Dominic 
Galt and t he ghastly oper ations he performs on the mims of the 
unfortunate inmates of his private mental home, who are compelled to 
umergo "the trealment• to satisfy his mania for experimentation. 

The heat is on when Jill Qottrell , one of the inmates , escapes 
and seeks the protection of Blake. Soars to white heat when caution , 
momentarily unheeded, places Blake a pri soner in the hands of Galt am 
hi s aides, Followin g "the tre a tment" he is reduced through mental 
tortu:'e &1111',:sUUeri.ng to a mere shell of a . =• d•ent entirely on 
outsi ~e ~l:p 1'or -the preserv ation of his sanity . ~It is Paula - Pauls 
Dane/ coO{i attt a~~ive, and secretary ~ exc~ll enc,; who arrives in 
the nj.ck O. tae, and then, when she and. Blake ar e f•cing certain death 
t ogether, it is ,Tinker whuse timely adival saves the m bot.a , 

;l'l~r1!lt:'-!~!': are not always dese rved in the prlii aing of the modern 
novel; .. fiiJ:Jh:k .. QllJI dese rve s them all, , for . seld<= ill a long experienc e 
of thril<l<lr ""'8dine, have I enj oyed such a msterpieoe of vivid, pur
poseflE""~ !:tl.tl~ -~xci ti _ng_ ~lake writing as ~s ef fort by Martin 
ThOII8Q , 

i'or ·~ti.'tistici!111 , Wil.th this ~ e 1,661 lllllllbers of the 
S,B, M llavrt!t>1r<1pp,,a:red; This late~ ' llllmber is strongly reconmenied 
as bel:i,g: iA'"1!iDiif .teii' 'q/ th!, whole lot. , 

~ t er Vebb. 
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Ne.ws 
?7th April , 1965 

Despite apo l ogies fran Madge and Jack Corbett , Ted Davey, Ray 
Bennet t , George Chatham and Joe Marston, nine members were present to 
enjoy an interesting programme, most of which . vsa informal. A quiz 
by Norman Gregory was a trifle tri cki er than usual. Several or the 
ei ght que stio ns were nomal ~w. t.. tbs r es t beat most of us. The writer 
was winner of this quiz with four r i8h t . · Ivan Webste r t hen read to 
us a chapter or so of llagnat . Ho. 1656 "Run out of Greyfriars. " This 
was Coker at his funniest, Coker sa Uncle Cle gg' s new errand boy 
delive r ing groceries t o Gosling - "M;r. Gosling " as Coker called him. 
Prou t wsa on the scene - he wsa just "Prout• to his former pupil. · The 
Anniversary number wsa a Magnet; to be precise No. 1600, dat ed 27th . 
April, 1940, title "The Man.from Germany.• The Collector's piece wsa 
unique and aroused much interest and not a little discussion. . Thi s 
was Dick Turpin Library No. 37 "The Fl aming Coach.• Norman, who has 
a few of t hes e Dick Turpins , gsve us a short talk on the issue . and 
drew our at t ention to the name of the illus .tr ato r on the cove r - H. M. 
Brock. The li brary raffle wsa won. by the writer of these notes -
prize a Girl s ' Frieni Annual 1929 plus a 3d Boys Frie nl Library with a 
school yarn by Charle s Manaford . Both welcome especially the Betty 
Barton Morcove stories in the G.F .A. To en! the evening one of my 
stories from the last Greyfriars Cup ma;;. wsa r ead. A St. Jim's yarn 
introducing Johnny Goggs and Gordon Gay &: Co. "The Spoofer at St. 
Jim' s . 11 

HARRY BROOTEli, Sec retary . 

8th Ma,v, 1965 
Ther e wsa another good at t endance fo r our May meeti ng , which got 

off to a rather late s tart ', 11brary business and various private dis 
cussions going on longer than usual. Two regulars were abs ent because 
of sporting conmi tment s - Jack Wood at Wembley and Keith Balmfor t h 
playing cricke t . 

This month' s correspoM,ence included lett ers from our two arti s t 
members. Henry Webb een t ,wiis 'a really first-class pictur e quiz , which 



Page 22 

we will keep for the Manchester meeting on 4th July. John Jukes had 
a stroke of l uck and acquired a bound volume of Gems, which we ~ 
chased from ,him for the library - s very velcOll>l addition . 

Gerry Allison passed round a.copy of ' Tit Bits ,' which is featur-
ing a new serial about Sexton Bl ake, by Desmond Reid . It seems a 
good enough yarn, al th01J8h •Tit Bi ts • ides of what Blake looks l ike is 
a bit star tl ing to old - timers . 

llext we had a word-building quiz by Frank Hancock - a square of 
64 letters , which made up the ruimes of ten old boys books or comics . 
Geoffrey Wilde was the winner , and Ron Hodgson also produced a cor rect 
solution. 

Gerry Allison .than produced a very interesting item . He passed 
round 18 cards , each bearing a short ext r act from a Magnet story, the 
question being, ' is it .genuine Hamil ton or a sub wri_ter? ' Some were 
fairly essy to detect, but others were real tessers. However, Bill 
Wi lliamson and Geoffrey Wi lde each had 16 ri ght , and Ron Hod,geon 15. 
Most of us had 12 or over , which appears to indicate that there is 
indeed a difference which the average enthusias t can usually detect , 

Refreshments followed , and the second half of the meeting wss 
taken up by readings fro m Magnet No. 252, and the Gem of the sems 
number, publis hed in December 1.912. The basic theme wss similar in 
both stories, f eaturing a weal thy boy and a poor one - Lumley-Lumley 
and Grimes st St, Jim ' s , and Vernon Smith and Li nley st crreyfrisrs , 
Gerry read the Gem and Geoff the l!sgnet . Both vere excellent examples 
of Charles Hamilton ' s writing of the period, but the difference in style 
was apparent, the Gem being graciously written and more leisurely , the 
Ma,inet more forceful and downright by comparis on. The general opinion 
was that Vernon-Smith and Linley were more powerful char acters than the 
other two. A general discussion brought the meeting to a cloe e, among 
the topics discussed being the Armada books which were passed round , 
judgment being reserved until we have had time to read them all , al 
though firs t impressions were very favourable, 

Next meeting, Saturday , 12t h June . 
F. HANCOCK, Hon, Sec. 

MERSEYSIDE 
Sunday. 9th May: 

Because of sickness the attendance was a little below average. 
All of the correspondence this month dealt with the purchase of books 
and al though we have made quite a hol e in our bank balance we are still 
solvent, and the library has benefited t o a considerable extent . We 
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vere par ticu larly pleased to receive two parce l s of old boys books 

from Mr. Lister of Blackpool. These books cons ist ed of some 
Champions, a Rover , a bound volume of about nine Nelson Lees, some 

Magnets , and othere. Norman Pr sgnell has already written to Mr. 

Lister e:q,ressing our thanks. 
As our purchases included an aesortment of Modern Boys, Detective 

Weeklies, 88 well 88 some Come and Maenet s the library can now offe r 

a much greater variety of rearling matter , 
We were so long on library buainess t hat very 11 ttle time vas 

left for 8l\Y discuasion on other topics. We did , however , have a 

look at the new publications of some of the Magnet stories. We were 

unable to pass any def i nite opinion until the y had been read , but the 

first impressions vere good and ve are looking forward to further 

issues. 
We were delighted to hear from Frank Unvin the t Frank Case had 

managed to get to Wembley fo r th e Cup Final. Frank Case was a 

steward a t the Liverpool Club 's ground before ' emigrating' to the 

Midlands , and a fervent supporter of the "Reds .• I have no doubt 

that he returned home to Nottingham after t he mat ch f eelil\g like a 

dog vith two tails . Our condolences must , of course, go to our 

O,B,B. C. friends in Leeds, Secretly, however, we Lancastrians are 

always pleased to put one over those Tykes across the Pennines . 

After tea Pat Laffey introduced us to a new form of Bingo . This 

dealt vi th the charac t eristics of some of the Creyfriare boys. Bert 

llamblett and Jack Mor gan were joint winners, 
llext ceeting, Sunday, June 13th, BILL WINDSOR 

LONDON 

Springtime at Excelsior House, Surbiton - an excellent setting 

for the May ..,eting , partly held indoors and partly in the garden , 

The lat t er was looking at its best - Cumberland turf a lovely shade of 

green , f101<ering shrubs at their best , truly an ideal place for the 

photographs t hat were t aken and t he party gamo that the hos t, Eric 

Fayne , had organised. First pair haoe in the game were t he brothe r s, 

John and Neil Beck , who had made the journey from Lewes vi th th eir 

parents . 
Onlookers enjoyil\g the pm included C, H. Chapnan , famous 

Greyfriare arti s t, and Bob Whiter, home for a fe w weeks from far-off 

California . 
Before going into the garden we had al l the usual reports on t he 
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Hamiltonian and Nelson Lee li brarie s, Sexton Blake catal ogue, t he 
Armada Frank Richards paperbacks, the forthcoming publication 
"Prospectus ," and t he paperback edition of Frank Richards' Autobio
graphy. After these items, Brian Doyle, our worthy chairman, passed 
over the proceedinBS to th e host . 

Our Eric camnenced ~s colle cti on of fun and games with an 
"Elimina tio n" ccmpeti tion. First corr ect paper was thet of Roger 
Jenkins . Runners-up were lleil Beck an:! Bob \ihiter. This was 
followed by another conte st "Clues &: Answers, • Ten clues to hidden 
characters were given to all present, ani oooe again it was Roger 
Jenkins in fir st with the corr ect answers . This time the runners-up 
wer e Eric Lawrence and lleil Beck, Points were awarded in the varied 
contests and Josie Packman kept the score s . 

The Bingo game was won by Len Packman, and when Josie announced 
the to tal lllll!lbers of points scor ed by al l competitors, Roger Jenkins 
had the most. A number of roums of Cr iss Cr oss Quiz were conducted 
amid much excitement an:! hilarity , 

Prize-winning order was as follows: Roger Jenkins , Neil Beck, 
Don Webster, Bob Whiter, John Bush. But what did it matter? There 
were souvenir prizes for all , generously provided by t he host . Also 
provided by the host was a very fine f eed, ably served by t he lady 
helpers , 

After tea was over, Don Webster proposed the unanimous vote of 
thanks to all concerned in providi ng such an excellent repast , At 
the close of the evening later on, Len Packman proposed another hear ty 
vote of thanks to Eric Feyne f or organising such a happy and jolly 
meeting. Among those present it was good to see Miss Hood oooe again , 
and Miss Cornwall who was a close friend of Mrs . Harrison. All 
present - and there were nearly 50 of them - had been heartily wel
comed at t he commencement of t he meeting by chairman Brian Doyle, The 
next meeting was announced to be held at "Greyfriars ," Hollybush Ride, 
Near Wokingh!lc, Berks , on Sunday, 20t h June , If int ending to be 
pre sent , please inform host Eric Lawrence, 

So, with Doris Doyle presenting the prizes and Mr, Chapman showing 
many of his original drawings, the Garden Party meet ing of the club 
passed into the realm of happy memories, UNCLE BENJAMIN 

SPECIAL NOTICE 

Panoramic photographs, professi onally t aken at the recent London 
meeting at Excelsi or House are avai l abl e on applicati on to tbs C,D, 

•• 
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office. Tbeee are 3/6 each 6" loog, or 4/6 each 10" long. There 
are two eepa.rate panoramic ahots of the entire party, and both are 
exc ellent. There 1B a panoramic shot of 14 famous people long 
associated with our clubs ( this 1B the picture which was reproduced 
in Surbiton Bor01J8h News. ) In addition there 1B a picture of Mr. 
C. H. Chapman together with Eric Feyna, editor of C.D. 

Orders for copies should be accompanied by postal order to cover 
coot. The orders will be ccmpleted w1 thin a few days of receipt. 
Make it cl ear which pictures . you vent, 

OH1 WHAT A S!!.IME ABOUT JUST WILLIAM! 

Under the above heading, the Daily E:rpresa published a l e tter 
from Mr, Charles Sm1 th of jli~ _Jiyc~li!t, There 1B 11 ttle or no doubt 
that all of us echo Mr, Smith's 1views, This is whet Mr. Smith wrote: 

THE MOST amazing decision of the year. I mean the ruling by 
the people who run Lancashire ' s public libraries that all the Ju.et 
William books on their shelvea·rlll not be replaced, 

It means, I fear, that they rill all have vanished in a very 
short time , For surely they will be in such demand the t they will 
soon be worn out. 

A spokesman is reported to . have -said:- "lie want better quality 
books , not the sort of stuff children can read in canics, • 

I would like to know where he 1B going to filrl thia "better 
quality.• I know of few other children's books wr1he n in 'such a 
lively and straightforward manner, Any boy would do vell to develop 
his prose style fran the Just Willis stories, He will probably 
sharpen his sense of humour too, 

By comparison many more modern offe~ ere tortuous and pan
pous. I am sorry that the children , of Lancashire are to be denied 
such wonderful re ading. Charles Smith, 

llal ton , Drive, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire. 

Ii J'I FI I 

flMII i.. laiuc ....., a.u ooai&t.11 - .r Cbe beat of ~tebMl c,o .. c.n•a 
•wnu-.• WMi 8M"e neecs .. .., CG NOClmllnG lhN? lncllldld an ibt1 , ...... ,a.tr 
or ,-pff'Nlak.8 •• 'Willi• ., ill• Cll'du ,..., ,• ..... , Utt ruantHI ., .. u • ..... ID 
•1c11; Villi• ta atalaken rer a ctll.1111 11111• 111 tbl piano. U ta tne ., CboN talH at 
•teb 11111 la&llh MN bHl'ttl,1 1"'7 ii• JOU read U:. RtabMl CN11Pta'a aqulalW 
--· OI - DOQIN la - lb bor "&l .. lOWI odlll< ......... . ID fferT literJ 10U 
.. , ...._. Jtu knllt - aDd Nlrl Dllii'I aSN lhl .. Ulo .ub-bU Arwldu. . 
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By Horman Wright 

The ed1 torial and corre spondence P88"S qf the CAPTAIN meke inter-, 
esting and aJmllling reading . ·Reade re 'who Wl'Ote letters and articles 
to the editor vere of ten criticized for:-

"Such slovenlinsss, such absol ute ,unfitne~s for the task under
taken , and such carelessness vith regard to rudimsntary rules , as in 
the ar t of writing.• 

And oth""" . ...,.,.. oa;ld to "'1: -
"lll-written and 111 typewri t ten; wri tten on bo~ side s of the 

paper; ungrammatical with commas, semi-colons, am ful l stops 
sca ttered in wild profusion all over the page.• 

Even though r eaders often re cei ved replies like this to their 
lett ers it did not sto p them f rom sanding , eve,n if it was obviously 
goin£ to get an I\D.'IYIDP.llt!Jetic answer, One of these 81,lch ~et_te~ was 
written by a 16 yea>: old boy and gir l who asked the edit.:lr .. vboti..r he 
thought a boy and girl of 16 QU8ht to be eweethearts. The answer was 
"Young people of that age OU8ht t o be chums and nothing more. They 
are too young to be sweethearts, Let them put euch sentimental ideas 
asid e until they sre a few years olde r,• 

At about the same time ( 1905-6 ) many readers were writing let tars 
as to whether or not schools should be co-educational . This had 
sprung from a serie s of stories about a mixed school (AT HICKSON'S by 
F. L. Morgan). RaadeJ;a for and a¢ns t this see med to fall about 
equal. 

In December 1905 the ed1 tor appealed to al l CAPTAIII readers to 
send a donat ion to help buy a Christmas dinner for . t he very poor. W.s 
appeal vaa obviously directed at t he upper cl ass a,r can be judged from 
the fo llowing few sentences tak en from the appeal, 

"Could the ordinary , care l ess , decent-hearted Eton, or Barrow, or 
Rugby boy acc<111pany me on a walk t hrough the mean streets of West Ham 
- t o mention only one poverty stric ken dis~c t - am se e th e van, 
haggard faces of the wtmen whose husbands have no work t o do - men vho 
would work if th ey could - and view the desolation of the poor homes 
in t hose mean s treets, that boy would empty his pockets to provide a 
few meals for thooe hopeles s oms.• 

It vas evident from the re..uit of this appeal tlBt was published 
i n the February and !larch issues (1906) tha t not many readers had 
"lmptie d their pockets," In fact the list of donor s showed that, 
including the ed1 tor and the Captain ' s advertising dep' t, only 400- 500 
reader s bad sent a donation. (This included those who applied to the 



editor when he offered, ~Any auctioneer who wants to sell the auter 
graphs of Mr. P. F. w~ . Mr. P. G. WODEHOUSE, Mr. TOM BROl1NE, and 
your humble servant, can Mve a small batch on application. 11 I wonder 
if fillY one has still aTJI( of these autographs that they bought in 
support of this appeal?) !lot a very good result for a paper that 
boasted of its high circulation , was supported b7 parents, and had a 
good number of adult readers.:. _____ _ 

Although the CAPl'AIN is probably best remembered for ita school 
stories by P . G. WODEHOUSE. ( 'lhe second NEW!IES -~ne to bring into 
the limelight world famous authors ; the first being the STRAND, whidl 
launched Conan Doyle, first with his Sherlock Holmes stories and then 
with his historical romances and adventure novels.) At the time of 
the serialization of the WHITE FEATHER, this was not so and can be 
proved by the fact that when CAPl'AIN reader s were asked to vote the 
best stories in that particular volume, WODEHOUSE' S WHITE FEA'IBER wBB 
not voted in the top twel ve stories? 

REVIEW 

VENGEANCE IS OURS Peter Sa>:on 
An exce llent book dealing with the efforts of the whole Blake 

organisation to prevent the vengeance of a group of bereaved men fall
ing upon the head of the murderer of their wives and children ; - one 
Joseph Dingals - now a J)Olferful statesman of the newly formed state of 
Lubanda. 

A swift-moving tale, full of beautifully written little pen pic 
tures of people and places to relieve the tension. 

A story based on violence and the hatred bred by violence; yet 
with the details of th is heinous crime treated with a restraint un
usual in these days of realisn · -.hen little is left to the reader ' s 
imagination. Blake, torn between sympathy with the bereaved and his 
finn belief that vengeance belongs only to God, worked hard and long 
to prevent an international incident - and succeeded. 

Margaret Cooke 

-~ - Coad loo-;. -c;1;. or bound Y~l-· Con'iaintn&-.; of ,b; c01lmlni ~: 
; 1 to 1l8 lnclU.IYt, 195, 205, 2J7, 2}8, 2"J, 2n, ,.8 , Jt9, }5} , 400, ~, 

lf.}5, 752, 75}, 115,2, 76.}, 809. HOit IHU .. bttwem 821 Md 890, 900, 92t, 924, 925, 9J6, 

~ ·a~' ?~ :~ ;~: :,: ~: ~ : ;rs: :0: gjP,~~,989~';o!a;;: ;;~~°' ~t
7
1.s~: 190, '570, '85, .)96, '62, '65 , t,66, 474. §6RLT PDtfX PC!YJ.Nt§: Noa. 12. 

~. •gq;y1gt lffiYSE,1 
~·· §l!!.llS!, Hm· 
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DANNY'S DIA.RY 

~"' orttr1 U.O\lilht that I 'M;luld 
Ulr.t to an up 81 OtN and Hiln•" 10 
that I can NICI thee when I .. M old 
Mn or rUty. aut I '•, weak chara,c. 
ttr. In th1 lllt'i:tt they wlll Pll 
tuppence a c:101et1 tor th•· Ind 
tuppence 11 t.upp1nc1. 

But nt n When I try to MTt Cbo• 
lllhlch I 1Ptcl&ll1 111.t, l1a CUTIH 
on btclUM Lhty 11 uu U'II bou• and 
hll'bour Ult cain. So wl'llt CSl I 
fell.Oii dd? 

Thll a;intb tb.-1 ,.. UM trial 
ot S•t Ch, tht man fl Clr'Oll'ltd hi I 
brldt1 In Chtl r bat.hi. Ht ,... dt
hndtd by f.dllard t1.lrmall H&ll1 but 
.., Hntenctd t.o death. 1 tnJortd 
rud ln& about Olt trt&l, tbouab 1 
.... ,, ILIPPC>ltd to. 

It WU Aluandn Rou Dq on 
thf 2Jrcl, 'llbldl _, alto the 2Ut 
btrt.bdl1 or u.. Prine, or wa1u. 

Thi rtr,t ROOPOOd tilt In Ult 
8oy11 f'rhnd thl1 month NI • Rook· 
wood' I Rnq ,.• Blphot School hid 
ai-, , bt ... eceuaio.cs to beat.in& 
Rcotwood at IPOl"tS, but • chqt hu 
t.lk«i place 11 ne, To-, Dodd btcue 
Junior tktppar. &11,lhoc. tltldtd a 

~:,o~,: :.!n:!=coodbt and f 
!:'~":~~! ~;":!:.~I~ up Ba,&ot • 

Ntlt "'* cm, • A Stern Chut 1 

tn Ml lch J 1-, snnr hid 1n0Uler 
contllct wU.b Hlff' llnktl, Ult Ger,. 
Nr'I •it.-. ffllfl C8t 'Tht 111-.ot 
8o1.ndtrl' In whlctl J ,.., •d Co c• 
ott Nc:ond bHt In a C.UHlt with 

8ae8'ot IChool. LUt ,;oey or the mnth wu tht t1r 1t or 'llh.at HtM lllc.1 a , .. 111. ,. 
n• bOJ called 011*. 0-.ld OIM to ROODIOOd. J 1._. S llnr & Co littd hi•, but Se11th1 
bu a bro'Mr u Mlnh\lrat School, _., tt • ., that O•alcl wa, exp1Uld rro• th1r1. 

Thll"t ta 1n<>Uttl" nn N'lal In tbl 80711 Friend, called • r.yatery I allnd" t>J ~an 
s ...... 

Thtrt haft bttn pl.-it7 or IOOd cmlc1 at tht local clnt:IU fhl1 110nth. Charlie 
Olapltn •u a wtrww In 'Ch.lllpton Charll .. In 11hlch ht wu • aer ... tn,ly tunny bonr . 
The tit s plct.uN In tbl1 Pl"OIJ"UN wu •111, Chlororon Clut" which ...a about Nat Ptn1t1r
ton, de\ tcU n. 

AnoU\11' C.I• wt .. 01.&a Petron In 1 Th1 Prlc.- llfltch wu orul, and SJd Chaplin In 
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•otdd7. Gq , ... flCl:Utti.• S,O CIMitlla ll n.,. Ml. II\ • &CNIII M 11.la llllntlllr 
a.-11.. . 

'IAIIII Ua ll.C. he. 1-tdl_. - a p&oMl"'I _, Nm llucl. Ml'- I 9Nf..,..... UM- ~
.... OOIIN •Nm>eJ.11 Nw JM .• 

U 1111 Md ot IM -Ill •• - AUN JlfM l• •fte , ... tf CM NllillllllM' .ct Clllrllt 
<211p1111 l• •aa.111 IA CM Pn.• 1111-..., llllt Cillftlo la-· .a lo ....... l la ..,._ -•• • &O -
Cllorllo•a 11-. a. I .-a - - _. lot- I '° •• "'" •-

!!Ila mnCll lottwlod Ml ... tllle .. tll9MC AcrtN, ••• 11,.... •* • la u.. 
rtm ,..., iai, et 11:t• -* •t11e llaclur'9• El..,. ,. llff7 ...._ • eo ..,. .._ •• 
.... , ..... ·- •• Cl'I- ... _ - -- ........ - .. 
plq leelrillMcl. j - or 1WO bet .. Ille a- 11 \t &.Ike flaot, J'81r 81l•w pepe ..... 10 
Gnrfrl ... ., hla -lu a '"111 """7 Ille&-. llaa lie•• -I& ...... • - -
111&• '- Oocld la ..,...,. . 

ta •rHt:r ,. ..... ...,..,, r1•r T. ''* crt.a.,. clata...., troa a ,1111......_. 
ri .. " ,n.-1111 u., - ..,. """' - - 111 .., crlak1111 c-,,.,•a a....,._. 
flMN la a - aria!. lo "'"...,.. MU• 'llrl- .. - Ill' T. c • .,....._ 

11, •Tbe a--.• IJocor,- ...... 1Mfr1 ...... a ••11.•• Nf\l&N .. 1111'1'11111 ... Ce IN a 
o ... e, . Lui tale If &be _.-. •tbe Old ..,_, a.1111111.• C.a..J. ....,.., 
blmt en llaft troa IN fNll& 1 ....... at.em ft 1 eld boJI" co 111.q Or-,tl'11N '11'8C. P-.1 
""'911, ._ Cberr,•1 ..,.,a, ... ,.,. ••• •IGl7. 

n.....t la _ _. - - .,.. aoUOCI Ibo Nol- Loo 0. ... ,1 .. Lllr117. oa,,. 
'*'Ill< • Ibo 11- - ...... woo oal1N • Tllo 1179...,, ol L-. R-,• all -
NelND Lee ecs 11111 uat1Mn&, N..,.., 1, ,.....,.. • a lltti or a Ulloa J8* elll7, 
~ - - qul<o ao - .. . Wl&II Ulo flrll I- IMJ' &- - a fNO lie ..... 
• , .... J ... , ....... . 

Tbe °'"7 ... n.. u .......... . ... lbt ..... -- .... ,-,... v .... Ma 

oo, - - Ulla -111, • - 4-t llaa lie• - Ir•'-• Brl-l. -peaple la T~tn ..,.. atno1t 1117 ll&tlcatnc . cm, ibtna .... Cbt ... ._. •• Md ca.... 
... • .._.un ratdl.. !19"ftl"• ...,.. .. • ... ._ • lbl EaA e-.. wllb 2'l ,..1e JtlllM • 
.,. - nl4 ID ai, N...-- - wl&1116 ltllloel . . 

I Md ODI OOPJ' et lbt ~ ' Ult• -lib· ..S 11 Mnl&IDICI • eld Orwitrlen 
'°10 - ani:, ...,.or"''"'•·~ · · 

fllO loelo<ra<loa 1111 bu - - •• -11-, - o-.., - - -
of 15 - 65 llaa IO N&I..... . A -·· of a lei< . Hr. Lleld GOWIO hao - a Bill 
'*lell!orlllda-1 . 

n. firm& Ao1'7 ID~ 0.. Cba. -" .. UII Ullrd ln sa.. •tn\tl'DIC. IOMl• ..... , ... 
n ... Cllllled ..... or Wald - .. II Fal,&y VJIIIII ..... , • "'7 i.o. _ .. bill Nllecl 
1bt W.a,led Pal.ct . Be - del"I a , ... -. rtr a w.1• ,-i of hta. 

flMn • - •Too .......,. r.- -- ••• na a oloo ll&<lo -,. . ._ Nl'O -. 
-. a< • •• co floll In. llrfllr•o ...,. lo &11o flllaeo , md - or 1119 - Ital• lirt01or,..• 11o-••-11rntr1-. - ,_11......,_ 111o11on--, • · 
N1111• o11._ <111 -"· or -· .. a1.1 - - 111o na1 11on -· In •onn1ra o.arau.• °'' ... NP ao& .. • or1Mlll ce. llr ett•tas ,....., 1e 
lboee • ...W pta, tor tlil• ,1.... . l'bla .. a pod Mill7 • • ttr. lell.149 - tta 11. 

1Lntm:1 •a J..M& c.,,.p .. WIT 11'1111• LftlalD .. lll Ille llllada ti tr . tiNlile a ...,._ 
1-,.., 1111111..n1 .. bll • atnttr .._ • 1.i w1 or Itta curtteu11, . la.._ end bt . 
--·-· Lnl __ ..... ...,_.,._llllelDf-HTal-. 

Tbt G• at.crtH C.hla Mllllt _.. f,r btiwr Cb9 Cboll el ON)'frllN er, ......... _ 
la AUl[Dtll wt U'I 1ot111 IO lM'I a ... al tl.lrla'4 . U 1-... Hiii oalla II , Cll~ 

•llll u .. ..,_ lbal __.. NU.. U. ftlrph . Del ..,. "' un• 1 .,, ... _.. ._ 
............... a...n ... . ... _ ...... _., .... _Cl.,...~ .. ,. •• -- •• ~ .... 
Wllll lllo-a""1 .... '--1 lalllnc. I Nlfl'•--&llo..--.-
lbl-, JH I ...., - &o......., 11 ..a, • 111 ll - all'fl , 



- !>Giii 11U - lrt- -lo • IUI b l1 old &lrl lrt...., , FNda. Piil .. piled Ill 
o .. u1oa , 1on • IMY .., to Latta . 

WARNING TO RJW)ERS: Mr. Tom Parte r of our Midland Club writes us as 
follo ws: 

"A fortni~t ago last Tuesday I had a le t ter from Peter Grant of 
3oltOJ! Rd, llarrov , ~f ering me some Magnets for .£5, It seemed such a 
bargain that I .ilzmediately sent off a P .O. fo r that 8IIIOUllt, 

Lat er on that da.Y a friend shoved me a siailsr letter he bad 
receiv ed, 8¢ im>odi.ately I was suspicioua. - - -Lut 'l\>.esday I wrote Grant 
to say I had not received J1J1f Magnets . This l e tter has been returned 
to me by the G, P.O. , marked ' Gone Avay .• Incidentally, inside the 
off i ci al Returned Postal Packet vas an envelope, in Grant ' s bandvri t
ing , addressed to a !Ir. J . H. Wynn at a Clacton address. 

I ha ve placed the matter in the bands of the police . " 
lir. Porter adds "There ms:J be a simple explane tion to the vhole 

busine ss . " There ms:, - but on the face of thing:, it looks as t hough 
Mr. Porter hl!s 1'!ien l>HWll~ .I~ could be tha~ the elusive Grant is more 
unbusinSsslil<B than unscrupulous, but the mtter foms a pattern 
familiar dcvn the years . 

lie repea t a varning to readers which we have given before . Be 
vary of strangers offering bargains, If s largish sum is involved, use 
the third party method. In any case, never send an open poe t-o rder. 
If your corr espondent asks for one , give him a .vlde berth. Pe.y by 
cheque if you have a bank account - the cheat is wary of accepting a 
cheque . If your cheque is refused, insist on having the bookB before 
you P8:/• 

If in doubt at any time; ring or write Collectors ' Digest. lie 
will al we.ys give what advice we can • 

. WI9' BlflE CltltM '!I OlllmM 
A .- ct&l, &l11n1.tc Sii.i.On 11*• AMU&l OWi Cmllbul CUii 11118141 Boak 11 lot IM 

pc.euabed tn ».c.lNr. fbla wtll contain Chi c.o DeNINr' rull•ltn1U1 DDH:18 Ullder one 
ctnr plUI -, ~ stcll1N Ind .....,- u ct.111111 pl otw"II. Tbe pri ce er Che a.otllal 
lttl• tor ca.11 ai.w.cc.ln YOluM 11 not ,. , dtc ided, bllt tt. 11 tlldaeteclly Ute .,.i; 
•tt.t oua scwe 11*• ~Ill " "' QOnc-.iated . 

ADd btn 11 • Up tfr •dllall u u. Tbt price ol UM ..cblJ' St nan Blat t Llbrv7 
will be tftoNMld IO '16 dUrlftl Cbt .-,. , pnoab}J' ID 1lllUIC., buC Ill HlAl lll _.. 
1ertpUClDI •Ill N r11111 blrNM'N a, Che pr,,. , prloe or 216. so, If ,ou tat ou, a ,...t. M acrlp iton D09 (libl e:kreu for - ... ••• en &A 1Mt ..c.b '• C. D.} JOU • 111 
at.Ill 1.c. JOtr s.s.L. ror 216 ror ..,, -. CM I.tier Ult PMce rs11a. 

CBRJ W.ISOI JY, 

i,1,a1.w:.='.~11;:'i: = ~1 :!~Tn·.T!:~ :'.~~~1: · ,!!.•~-~~1· 
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THE 

PDBTMAN CALLED 
{Jnt.ertst1n g 1te r:~ t ro r. 

Edl t.or' s Lette r-b ag > 

!22..Jllll!!. (Cltph • Park) : I wu tnteruttd to •" In Ulia Aprll l uut boll W old 
boJ• ' book.a part or ., bobby oTtrlap .s wt orlRtn al putt• or c.oll,ctln& detec.tlH 
rtctton. Tht l U\ of contrlbuiora to U\t Union J aek, "c•• lnclUded then.ea of ..,, 
old crt• llll"tters - tor U9'11• Robert and l1ar'U ·; onnor lAt&hton , rrancl1 Be.Sine Ind 
Corali e Stan ton and Heath Holkm, cr .. c.ora of t'llrt • Lt• l n, HQney Lender t,906 ) one 
of ~ wick edest 1'0ln«I In t <aan:Ut1t.1 Uuraturel 

I' • arra td tl'lac. T007 G11M aa a trif le wtdt of mt Ml"'lc. In olalmtna tha t. Art.hur 
!".crTIIOfl pN ctd td Conan Dotl• tn Ult St.rand Haaast ne . Aoc.uauy, Hartin l1111Jtt waa 
Sherlock Hol.J1H' s direct aucceuor u the Strand' 1 r t1 ldtnt detectln . Kol.Ma had 
IPPll"tnU.Y mid • a ptn11nent Hit rroa ih • 111&nlnt t n •n.. rtnel ,.robl_. tn Oect11D1r 
189,, flhllt NrU n H•U,t ..st hll deb ut In • The Ltn'°" Croft Robbtrt,_. In ttarch 1894. 
MorTteon art,""'"11 tnnlttn"td hi• Otiectt.,, t.o the Wtndaor Nac• tn,. Martin K•IU 
al ao IPPMJ"ed In wi ept.,C,tc non l entttl.cl •nu: Rr.D TftUHOL£' "hteh , alH, la a book 
(Ute UM LeJ&htona ' •tt l lllAEL. DR.ID, DET£CTIVC-) lllhl® hu al...,. tluded • d .. Plte mr'1 
, .... , .....-chtnct 

~~-;;.:>~.--~:: :=-~=:r:~cr:: =: !,~:!c,~~:
1~1-.:r::t 

proYldt • 'fW'Y C011PNhtn1tn hll\orT of Ute boY• pmllcac.ton, of one, 101.aUI, noc. c.o 
Mnc.lon tntere•ttn1 up,ecu ot bobbJ' of coll tct.trw 11.Mlt. 
!!£.22lal (Auai.ralta): I tbtnk. Ult n111 s. &.L• 1 aN qutt.i Sood and ce~tnly a bl& 
IIIPl'"Ol'tlllf'lt on tbe )rd 1ert11 , u fU" .. reaturtnc a1••• Tinker , Ind l'edr'o .,...i11,tlc
allY t, ~,rnec:1. Aleo In u,tn& Ui• •rt. ptdal on P'eult D1t1e ana Che otbtr mdtm 
IMO'fatlON ,t,tch lrT1'8r.ed • N ~ 
AR'fflll\ CARBIN (R'4b y): I ~.,, reed c.ht new lSlakH, .,.d 11t111' they .re no, N aood • 
-,y U'l&t were publ18htd bttlMtn c.11• wan, Rll)' art IUCh blu er tNrl t.bt N• Look or c.bt 
old aertH . At 1 ... , •• hur lSUlt Mnt.lon of P'aula Dant MKI th• ,..,i or Cht a.n.,111 
&quart haru. I 'IIOl.lldn' t can Chtt• yarn, an)" mr. -'ult Uwl th e old B1*t ncrt11, 
ucept ror the NJ, and that doH noi.htna ror the 1torlH at all. 1'l• Caad l hl\1.er 
aerua can-t u on, and I like th-. Al Cht c.o . rttt•_. aa.,1, a lot 11 beln& dOne i.o 
pl tue '" or tbe old Jiehool, am I , for on,, appr eelatt u .• 
~ (!Andon): S ine, whm'l did Tlnktr objtcl. t.o betnc ca.lltd t inker .rid •llh io 
be C&l.led Edward Cari..er'? 

~ (Au.\ralla ): Tht cltb tit l s a ttn"trlc tdta. Put• d_.. ror two tr lt, 
,,u 1otnc. Dann.11 • Dl&rT 1, ., rnou.tt,. =£ .:.n~t~Btl~~~~~ th:•~::s o~°:'~!'1!:t!~~ ~~ ::~!l: ~::i::!;. l i w 
~ (Chtltenh•): Tour Edltorl al.a, aJ t r. Ptn"Y ..,., art alQJI plthf .arMI 
1nt,rt1t.tng, ald'loueh I wu. a llttlt llU"Pr Utd at rour 1otnc out of , our 1'111, H c.o 
,peak, In dm'lt&r&ttns t.h• 1 Chtldren 1 1 N.,.p 1Per. 1 I -0-H tt. waa nrrer • •Nacne&' • 
a •c;•,' t>ui. uwn , Jt wu ,..,r • .,.t c.o t>e. It. wu, 1rter al l, a n••Paittr, nei a 
-ca&1ne or• tt.ory paper. 
nc,, &1 8QlR <nrord): I IIUlt -, how"~ 11t.1ch l enj oytd tht n ctttnc 1tor 1 'CbrllWII 
Wtl.h ntrtdl t.h• In c.o. ,mua1. To • lt "u ju n UU t.ht pod ol d ta.111 .. u.ecs &.o 
enjoy eo IUCh-, back In tht ,ari, dV• or t.b, Munet, C•, 1t.c. I al• thol"OU&blJ 
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tnj07ed 1 0old Wa'4:bt• &: Rid No.., bJ o. AlllMl'I. LIU Mr. AllllGn I , ioo, .... tited 
mwio1naa tn • 1ouncw ••· ln 'Ill C&M t recetTld a lars•, ornate •d1p1..- (,- Olllb 
..ar'd, llul ) 

r .. ~:.ro, .«~'f~ !,~:c ·!~::ldeo:~ :,~~ ~== ~~ ~·~·· 
I M'f• bol,Cht I t. ., .. ir, ner did I mlilll' 1r17 or ., chulll a .,..,, thtlr ICal"Ct penal., 
on Ii;. 11ec:enu1 I ... a copJ on dltplq In Che cbl~' 1 Nterenoe NCiten et UM lto&l 
p~Hc Ubnr7. I .iudl.S It •ltb a Cetlll'C ot 1Urprl1t a\ H.1 It.Ill btl,w In Hllt.enct 
u, nfftr ... 1,. It. on dl1Pl11' at. Uw n1WN1tn'8 tor NM,..,... l twd ....-cl tt mid 
c..- '° runcuon. tht ChlldNn •• N•1p1,per -, hPt •n.J•7ICI a bQdl1 or a Nl"t., but 
ibl: recent. ctPJ I .... uto an ol.dtrlf pene,n, •ner tbl hlll, 1 - no •tc1on, and 
lU1t. 11111Unc r.. l>t left alone, - t o dtpan In peactL 

i~J;..ffr~~":~~ 1~iu!:Z.~~::~ 1J!'~':om~.;«~·6~:: :-ar!nnc 
_, ., tlaroh •••• of Colltci.cr1 1 011,n t-2 not anind + Nntr Md an luue tlktn ~ 

~· .!!,~= :.= u~~on ~:! =.~.~:!:;'::•.:1;; ~~~arJI =~ 
Ind, WIDd.r ot wcn:1.-., ., NI:, t18Ut alaol ApP&f'Wlt.11 Ka, 011111. bid cem b7 &1ra1l a, 
artect rac.11. C.uld lt bt a llnll Enallth P.O. dlaootmt '° ~--te tor lnct'MNCI 
pH1.a1 eblrlU'? N• t •• bool nc April aumt:r" •Ill Appell" .. 11:h the Jme Offll"tllC CUdd1ed 
cllN. 

POINT Of YIP! 
Nr. '"'* s. Pepptr, et t.,nion. wrt~ 11 toll•a:. 

Tbt dtltudl i..tll'CSI ChlldNn 1t H-PIIPtr , uprNMd ta,. .... tdlt.ertal , t"lt.br i.. 

... --· 1 joined "" R&tr et CJ,1. tn 1926 Ind "!lftld •llh ArUlur NM r .. roi.r ,. .. , biter, 
lNTllll lit btcom • t"'lmce. 8tnoe UMrl I Mn MlatalDtd 00-.t wleh Che PIPlr, • 
m 1n,1n1tn en, concrtbuier, Md bY n11111>ertnc ......, or tu ,c.arr ..._ ., rrttndl. 

CJI. Ind Ult eebtr pUl>ll oa ,tlftl lbloh Arthur t1H tomd ld llld tcltied purlUtd a 
dtltbera~ pellc:, ,r c,pealtna, tn U)II tlrat pl1111, H J!lllllll• h WIUld b'O' lh• tor 
dill-. 

Ja tbts t.b•r ..n t-.n1t l1 auooeMIUl. Arlblr "•• Mdt a terwnt ,.,. hl .. lt and 
,,.. btl pn,prttc..r .. 

lt. .. tntTtt.lblt Cbat. a d~C. 111btcb boN t.bt at.alp ot a&cll a tr1lllet, 
trl&lftll ID4 ttra.tul p...-l tt, N &raw.r 11et11 lhluld .tter bloll.1 b1 hi • dt&dl., 
alc.beulb Che ptper did cc:mc.tnu• t.o tleurttti tcr a 1R11"Prl1tncl1 lq J)lt'IOCI a tt.'"""'11, 
lltl.U• It .. belnc CUTttd oa by mn n.. htutlt hid t.ra ll'Md, 11,d t.ht1 In ltNlt ti, I 
U.tnk , poHl'ful nldmu or bla ldUerlal 1et u, . 

I bin_., tt•• bttn aratttul fer t.bl .-tt.1111 h&tltu ht drilled tnt.o •· At iht 
t.l•• u a Tr, 1N\I ..,.., 1 Ul t hl• to N toe much et I llll"tlnet , fttr1ttl cul oua, toe 
~·Al IIICl a,citnc. I • l'"'11MN ..... ""• Ind N&lllt MW ludE7 I WU to 
blYt com "'41:r"btt tntluenc t 1ltlln I wu ,.....,,. ., aipprentlc ,a tp at eta• wrturc Ind•. 

Tbt Aal& .. t ld PN• nn .. dl d tel ... t.e ptpll'I •hl ~ .... raU\l'"el. A NI ., ~ 
, ..-. btt•• attt.tnc tbt cbop 11 a PNtt.J hl&h tdllnemnt t ar fl11 pip .. ooat,w troa 
u:b exact.Ins pnp rlt t.., u tho• Who hen abrlaya dlncted tht preductlona -ratns tr omi 
'1 NUN;J Htu1e . 

6VIQ8lOOIUPKX AS pUEUACI 
w, undtr•'-'ld Cbat Chi AI.Mblesnpbf or r m U CMrda, with O.t ,uppl .... t writ.ten 

bJ Eric ra,n,, &rid Nll llluatnttd, 11 '*' tUJtd u a paperback at 1216. ~ 

Edit.eel bJ' Eric FIJDI, E1oei.tw lfouH, Grnt Read, Sllnl&en, 81rN7 
Lt~ ll ca.t.td b7' ton. °'-l)ltoattn1 8'"Jcu, 12a Tilt 8bmbh1, Tort 


